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What we will cover today? 
• How to read for vegetables & ornamentals?

• Where to order?

• What to Order?

• Resources

• Winter Sown Method

• Seed Saver Tips

• Future Garden Programs



Gardening Principles
• Grow what you like
• Pick a style that 

works for you:  
location, time, 
space, convenience

• Grow enough, not 
too much, 
experiment

• Is it cheaper, more 
flavorful, easier to 
grow than buy?

• Have some fun!



How to Read? 
• Pictures, narrative

• Days to maturity

• Seeds vs. Transplants

• Codes: OP, F1, AAS, etc.

• Organic, Heirloom, Hybrid

• Resistance Codes 



Garden Jargon 101

Species Genus: Solanum
Specific epithet:  lycopersicum

Photo:  Seed Savers Exchange

Cultivar:  ‘Wisconsin 55’

Botanical Name



From: Johnnyseeds.com



Wisconsin 55

From: Johnnyseeds.com



Definition:  Open pollinated
• Varieties that result from 

natural pollination

• Will be exactly like their 
parents

• Heirlooms are antique

• Use open pollinated seeds if 
you plan to save seeds

Photo credit:  Seedsavers.org



Definition:  Hybrid
• Also known as F1 plant – the 

first generation from two 
lines and cross-pollinated

• F1 will not be replicas of 
parents

• Usually selected for a 
characteristic such as 
disease resistance, flowers, 
vigorous growth, etc.



Definition:  Organic
• “Certified organic” has legal 

meaning and can only be used 
by growers complying with 
USDA’s National Organic 
Program

• Seeds have been grown 
without the use of synthetic 
fertilizers and pesticides.

• The use of sewage sludge, 
irradiation, and genetic 
engineering is also prohibited 
in organic seed harvesting.



Days to Maturity, Planting time
• Soil temperature

• Seed germination 
temperatures

• Zone 3b-4b

• Average last Spring Frost, May 
24-30

• Average Fall killing frost, 
September 13-19

• Growing Season Days, about 
110 days





Seeds vs. Transplants

• Many varieties grow 
well from seed sown 
directly into the garden 
(ex. Radishes, lettuce, 
cucumber)

• Those with a longer 
period to harvest 
benefit from starting 
plants weeks before 
planting or buying 
transplants (tomatoes, 
peppers)

• Seed starting needs to 
begin weeks prior to last 
frost date in spring



Direct Seed vs. Transplants

From:  Johnnyseeds.com



Codes

Source: 
Johnnyseeds.com



Where to order from? 
• Cheapest

• Local

• Specialty
ex. Native Plant Nurseries:
https://dnr.wi.gov/files/pdf
/pubs/er/er0698.pdf

• Organic

• Seed Savers Exchange -
a tax-exempt 501(c)3 nonprofit 
organization dedicated to the 
preservation of heirloom seeds.

https://dnr.wi.gov/files/pdf/pubs/er/er0698.pdf


County Tree & Shrub & Plant Sales
• Burnett County -

https://www.burnettcounty.com/DocumentCenter/View/7496

• Sawyer County - https://www.sawyercountygov.org/369/Tree-Sale

• Washburn -
https://www.co.washburn.wi.us/news/conservationannualsale

(You do not have to be resident to order from these counties, check your 
own County Land & Water Conservation Department for potential sales.)

https://www.burnettcounty.com/DocumentCenter/View/7496
https://www.sawyercountygov.org/369/Tree-Sale
https://www.co.washburn.wi.us/news/conservationannualsale


UW Extension Publications
• A1653 “Vegetable cultivars and planting guide for Wisconsin 

gardens”

• A1691  “Homegrown Tomatoes for Wisconsin”

• XHT1210 “Using Crop Rotation in the Home Vegetable 
Garden”

• A2727 “Harvesting vegetables from the home garden”

All can be downloaded free or a paper copy purchased at the 
http://learningstore.uwex.edu

http://learningstore.uwex.edu/


Cultivar Recommendations – Extension A1653



Planting Guide – Extension A1653



Other Resources
• No Nonsense Vegetable Gardening, Donna Balzer & 

Steven Biggs, © 2012 St. Lynn’s Press 

• Vegetable Gardening, Fern Marshall Bradley, Jane Courtier 
© 2006 The Reader’s Digest Association 

• What’s Wrong with My Vegetable Garden?, David 
Dourdorff & Kathryn Wadsworth, © 2011 Timber Press

• Edible Gardening for the Midwest, Colleen Vanderlinden, 
Alison Beck, © 2009 Lone Pine

• Grocery Gardening, Thomsen, Ripley, O’Connor, © 2009 
Cool Springs Press



My #1 Tip
Keep last year’s packing slips and make note on what worked 
or didn’t work.  The next year – just order from that list.  



Annual Ornamentals
• Soil, Sun, Moisture requirements

• Bloom Time

• Annuals or tender perennials

• Hardy, semi-hardy, tender

• Seeds vs. transplants

• Codes:  cut flower, deer resistant, pollinator friendly, etc.
From Jungs Seeds



Perennials
• Perennial, Biennial 

Zone 3 or 4
• Native vs. non-native; avoid 

meadow mixes unless from a 
reputable nursery

• Seeds vs. transplants
• Soil, Sun, Moisture 

requirements
• Bloom Time
• Pest resistance (powdery 

mildew, deer, rabbits, etc.)

Image:  University of Minnesota Extension



WinterSown.org



Wintersown.org
• Use plastic containers, needs 

drain holes on bottom and 
slits for air/water on top. 

• Seeds that are cool weather or 
perennials do well.

• Can set outside in 
winter/early spring and the 
seeds will germinate when 
appropriate

• Need to pull top on warm days 
and water when needed 



Examples of Seeds for Winter Sow Method
• Annuals:  alyssum, 

calendula, nicotiana, 
rudbeckia

• Perennials:  echinacea, 
grasses, heuchera, malva, 
nepeta, poppy, salvia, 
yarrow

• Herbs: chamomile, chives, 
dill, hyssop, marjoram, 
oregano, parsley, sage, 
thyme

• Veggies:  beets, broccoli, 
cabbage, chard, carrots, 
kohlrabi, lettuce, onions, 
radish

• Wildflowers, bushes, 
trees, vines, fruits –
anything that grows in a 
temperate climate.  (note: 
some trees and shrubs may 
require a dormancy over a 
year to germinate)



Seed Saving Tips
• Know your seed-saving goals

• Always choose open-
pollinated varieties. The 
easiest crops to save are self-
pollinating plants (peas, 
beans, tomatoes, peppers). 

• Cross-pollinating plants 
(squash, corn , carrots, beets, 
cucumbers, melons) must 
receive pollen from other 
plants of same variety to 
produce viable, true seed

• Go to Seed Savers Exchange’s 
Planting and Seed Saving 
Instructions 
www.seedsavers.org

http://www.seedsavers.org/


Vines, Shrubs and Trees
• Zone 3 – buy local when 

possible

• Usually shipped bare-root, 
instructions will probably 
tell you to soak before 
planting

• Native vs. non-native

• Soil, Sun, Moisture 
requirements

• Pest resistance

Image:  University of Kentucky



Future WITC Programs
April 17 – Noon to 2:00 pm

Create a Potager Garden
French term for Kitchen 
garden that includes herbs, 
vegetables, fruit, berries, and 
cutting flowers. 

May 1 – Noon to 2:00 pm

Woodland Garden
Covering plants that are 
suitable for the woodland edge 
or under shade trees (light to 
medium shade) including: 
bulbs, ferns, perennials, 
grasses, sedges, trees and 
shrubs 



Thank You

Sue Reinardy 

UW Extension Master Gardener Volunteer
sreinardy@centurytel.net

Blog:  GardenTrueNorth.com

North Country Master Gardener Volunteers

www.northcountrymgv.org

mailto:sreinardy@centurytel.net
http://www.northcountrymgv.org/
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